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Abstract – The Renewable Energy Services Project (RESPRO) is a UNDP/GEF funded project with counterpart funding from Government of Ghana and co-financing from the U.S. Department of Energy/National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) for Technical support.  RESPRO addresses the need to find sustainable energy paths, on a pilot scale, that can use renewable energy-based electricity and fuel supply technologies in place of fossil fuels, for rural, social and economic development.  The Project also facilitates the widespread use of low green house gas emission technologies such as photovoltaics, wind and biomass.  This paper explores (i) the objectives and goals of this project, (ii) the relevance of these objectives and goals within the context of the Ghana national electrification scheme, (iii) the benefits, limitations and opportunities of the renewable energy technologies, (iv) examines the present method of implementation, its problems and efforts being made to solve them and suggestions for improvement of the method of implementation.  It also examines the economic, social and political barriers faced by the project.  It concludes by addressing the lessons learnt and proposals for the future of RESPRO in the context of the National Electrification Scheme.

