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Abstract

There is growing recognition of the central role women’s involvement in the different activities in the energy sector in many development agencies. There is however, a correspondingly reduced participation of women in design, planning, implementation and participation in the use of energy technology options that are available. The case provided in these paper details the activities of ITDG East Africa in involving women in the development of the community micro hydropower sector in Kenya and in the management of a community micro hydro scheme
The presentation gives details of the women’s role in the implementation of a community micro hydropower scheme and in determining the benefits from the micro hydro schemes. The paper looks at aspects of the technology and the approach used in ITDG-EA in involving women in the important role of designing, planning, implementation and managing of community micro hydro hydro power schemes.

The paper also highlights the status of energy and women’s involvement in the energy sector. It gives an overview of the factors of the renewable energy technologies that has constrained or encouraged women to participate and get involved in renewable energy schemes. The paper has explored the ITDG-EA methodology and experience in the area of community micro hydro power sector and ways of encouraging and reducing the dominance of men in decision making as regards scheme design and specifications, implementation, planning and the management of the schemes
The paper has identified the role the women played in the implementation of one specific scheme that is used as a case in the paper. The role they played includes: -

· Provision of information of the design and of the energy needs during the initial planning meetings held before the scheme was initiated

· Participated in the final decisions relating to the roles of individual families in the implementation of the project

· Participated actively in discussions that led to the choice of the final end-uses that were incorporated in the design specifications of the scheme.

· Involved in the identification and provision of local artisans and resources. The women played the role of providing support in relieving their husbands some of the farm activities to attend to artisanal requirements.

· The women just like their male counterparts provided labour for among other things, construction, moving building materials; blocking the river during construction; off-loading lorries. (Every Tuesday is a community working day, which is costed in the project by the community members.)

·  Women in the project committee with the male counterparts participated in negotiating a deal with the local Government officials to provide land for building the power centres. 

· Women participated in building of the canal; providing storage space for construction materials and equipment; providing of a pressure lamp for lighting when working at night; provided materials for blocking the river during the construction

· Women contributed in providing for finances to pay for registration and Government licences for the project

· They work hand in hand with men to maintain the canal (to keep it wet and prevent it from cracking)

The most critical aspects of women’s participation in energy and thus in development are the technologies that are associated with the renewable energy sources rather than the energy resource itself. While the energy resources might be available and accessible to the women, the technologies that are required to exploit the resource are not accessible.

Experience from ITDG-EA has shown that renewable energy technology has two components in it. The hardware aspects of the technology and the software aspects of it. The hardware aspects relate to the equipment or the devices that help to harness the energy resource while the software relate to the approach used in helping the women access the technology. It has been noted by ITDG-EA in its many energy projects it has been implementing that the region has problems with both. Possibly the software component of the technology also incorporates the policy, legislation and conditionalities that control the use or exploitation of the energy resources that could be accessible to women. 

End: More details are in the presentation

