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Abstract

Zimbabwe is currently experiencing poor economic performance with the poor being subjected more to the negative impacts. The energy sector in Zimbabwe has not been spared from this poor show. This sector is now characterized by heavy imports of liquid fuels, gas and electricity during a period when the country is facing serious shortage of foreign currency. Availability and cost of fuel has been worsened by the devaluation of the local currency while the government is removing subsidies. Fuel prices have shot up in leaps and bounds since 1998. Any hope for an increased number of poorer households to benefit from conventional energy sources or imported renewable energy technologies has become a remote dream.  It is well known that women form the majority in this population segment. In this paper two cases- a micro hydro project and woodfuel stove project- have been selected to illustrate the worsening conditions of women and men. The paper also links issues coming out of developments in the policy environment to illustrate some of the gender concerns in energy supply in Zimbabwe.  These concerns are at different levels namely the community, local, provincial and national levels. It is noted that a draft Gender Policy produced in October 2000 lacks the support of sectoral policies. The Energy Policy is one such policy. However the draft is still under discussion, which presents an opportunity for various stakeholders to make their inputs before its adoption. 

� W R Nyabeze, BSc (UZ), GDE (Wits), MSc (Wits), MZIM, MZIE





